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The Selectmen credit the Town, for the year ending March 1,
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As the advantages of education are self-evident to every intel-
ligent mind, I do not think it necessary to adopted the course
pursued in most instances, of writing an essay on the subject,
but shall simply make a brief report of the • condition of the
schools, with a few practical suggestions.
District No. 1. One term of seven weeks, taught by Miss
Hattie E. Darling, who gave entire satisfaction. Better
progress was made than could have been expected in so short a
time. No black-board in the school house.
District No. 2. Three terms. First was taught by
Annie Huckins, who labored hard to make the school profita-
ble, but there was not that degree of order which is necessary
to make a school an entire success. As Miss H. is known to be
a successful teacher of large experience, I think the fault does
not rest wholly with her.
The order in our village schools is not so good as in the other
schools in town. This is wrong. Our village schools ought to
be better in every respect, for our advantages are superior. If
our children were subject to proper discipline at home, they
would cause their teachers less trouble. Abbie M. Mitchell,
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an energetic teacher, taught the second term, and gave good
satisfaction. Third term by Charles R. Heath, who did very
well indeed. Progress good.
District No. 3. One term by Josephine Moore. It was
an excellent school. Most of the scholars were diligent and
orderly of their own accord ; a model school in this respect.
District No. 4. First term by Julia A. Gordon, and
second by Emily C. Smith. Both are accomplished teachers.
The people of this district have an elegant school house ; they
employ competent teachers, and when the town money is ex-
pended, the term is prolonged by subscription. The result is,
they have the best school in town. The examination at the
close would have done credit to schools of higher grade.
District No. 5. Two short terms by Lucina G. Pike.
This school is small, and the house is not so good as desirable.
Progress good. Miss P. is one of our best teachers. Her reg-
ister was kept in a model manner.
District No. 6. Two terms by Julia A. Spiller, who is
an efficient teacher. Progress good.
District No. 7. One term by Eliza S. Tilton. This
school is small, but in good condition. This was Miss Tilton's
first term. With experience, I think she will make one of our
best teachers. The school house has been thoroughly repaired.
District No. 8. One term by Carrie S. Culver, who is
qualified to teach a much more advanced school. Progress
good. Particular attention paid to reading. I am pleased to
learn that there is now a private school.
District No. 9. One term by Eliza A. Foster. Miss F.
is an excellent teacher, and she did every thing that could be
done. This school is somewhat backward, as there is but one
term in a year, with no private schools.
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District No. 10. Three terms. First by Mary Moore,
a thorough and methodical teacher. It was a good school as a
matter of course. Second term was short. Josephine Moore,
teacher. The order might have been improved a little, but as
Miss M. succeeded so admirably in No. 3, I am disposed to
think that the fault was not entirely with her. "Winter term by
L. W. H. Ames, an active and successful teacher. Arithmetic
was taught in a very satisfactory manner. Improvement good.
District No. 11. Two terms by Mary E. Ferrin, who
won the confidence of the pupils, making the school profitable to
them, and pleasant to the teacher. She was quite successful,
and there was a marked improvement.
Prudential Committees can not be too careful in engaging
teachers. Let each teacher be selected with strict reference to
the school to be taught. Our schools are so different that a
teacher may succeed in one, and entirely fail in another.
Care should be taken to secure the services of those who have
the ability to maintain order. It is seldom that an applicant will
fail to pass the examination required. But the Superintending
Committee can know very little of the applicant's capacity
to govern, which is one of the most essential elements of success.
Some of the registers have been kept in too careless a man-
ner. Prudential Committees should see that they are properly
filled out before the teachers are paid.
In some instances there has been a failure to return the regis-
ters in season, so that I am obliged to make out my report in a
hasty manner.
Every efficient teacher should be retained as long as possible.
Each school house should be supplied with a Globe and large
Dictionary. A small subscription on the part of each parent
would procure a Globe this year, a Dictionary next, and maps
the year after. Could you not save more than enough to accom-
plish so desirable an object, by dispensing with some useless
thing ? The money spent in Bristol Tor tobacco, in a single
year, would do it, and build a school house beside.
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To speak of all the advantages of a system of union schools
,
in the village, would occupy too much space. I will only sug-
gest the matter. By and by our village districts will be united.
In conclusion I would say that, on the whole, our schools are
in quite as good condition as could be expected, and the money
appropriated for their support will prove a good investment.
S. K. MASON,
Superintending School Committee.
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